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101 Our "surplus" land-an editoria! 
It turns out that there is virtually no surplus; and w ha t little there is can 
be found where least expected: a -Iesson for City Hall and city builders. 

104 N ew York's office boom 
Just why has New York put up more new office buildings postwar, with 
more new office space than ali other US citi es combined? Many superficial 
answers have been given. A rounded investigation brings out some ex­
traordinary reasons. 

114 Beethoven and basketball 
For Taliahassee, Fla. (pop. 35,000), Veteran Architect W alter Gropius and 
his associates have designed the kind of chameleon auditorium which ali 
sorts of smalier cities have been looking for-where ali sorts of shows can 
be put on by turns under the same economica! roof. 

118 Chapel for China 
Architect Ieoh Ming Pei uses Western technology to fit the Christian 
religion into the oldest Eastern civilization and into timeless architecture. 

122 Buildings in brief 
A new bank that wears its familiar old sign on a totem pole, a Iibrary 
that spells out a friendly "Opportunity," a clear building for students of 
t11rgid law, a roadside prefab that improves the slum called "Roadtown," 
and five other buildings, mostly small, ali exhibit fresh and usable ideas. 

128 The Miesian superblock 
Urban renewal badly needs some attractive, well-planned residential neigh~ 
borhoods in the centrai city. In Detroit the famed architect, Mies van der 
Rohe, and his team are making a noteworthy demonstration. 

134 Land II: the strange case of the city 
How the great land boom has left centrai ~ities behind. Second in a series. 

137 The Knoll interior 
The modern American business interior has become an international export. 
Three new showrooms show what makes this export effective. 

141 Architecture as space 
Excerpts from a new book by the Italian critic and architectural statesman 
Bruno Zevi, who says that the whole object of architecture is interior space 
an d shows how Christianity brought human dynamism into classica! interiors. 

144 Roofsca pe: the fifth facade 
' 

N ever before were so many roofs looked down on by so many people. A 
gallery of photographs showing some of the things they may have noticed. 

150 Technology 
Foam plastics Iighten and expand the world of insulation ... . A dome by 
Kaiser puts 1,80'0 Hawaiians under a new aluminum shell segmented like a 
big pineapple. . . . Brief accounts of recent developments in engineering. 

267 Abroad-
A new continuing review of international building. 
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